
 

Lexington One offers STARTALK for Schools of the Future — Now! Chinese Language Summer Program 

In June, Lexington County School District One will offer language camps for all students in Grades 7-12 in 

the Midlands. Students interested in learning Chinese can attend the camps at no cost thanks to a grant 

Lexington One received from STARTALK. 

This summer program supports Lexington One’s expansion of the world language curriculum to include 

Chinese language courses in several middle and high schools in the district. It provides creative, intensive 

language experiences that give students opportunities to learn Chinese culture and basic language 

functions. During the program, students will participate in fun and meaningful activities and learn using 

interactive technology. 

The camp meets June 17–20 for rising seventh- through ninth-graders who are at the beginning level in 

the language. 

Rising 10th- through 12th-graders at the beginning level in the language attend camp the week of June 

21–27. 

Rising ninth- through 12th-graders with some experience attend camp June 21–27. 

All camps take place at White Knoll High from 8:30 A.M.–2 P.M. Parents or students must provide 

transportation to and from the camp, and students must provide their own lunch and snack. 

 

Camp orientation on Tuesday, June 11 at 6:30 P.M. at White Knoll High School 

Parents and students are required to attend a brief orientation to the camp on Tuesday, June 11, 2013, 

at 6:30 P.M. at White Knoll High School. During the orientation, parents and students will learn more about 

the program and meet the camp administrators and teachers. Parents will also complete paperwork 

and online registration with STARTALK. 

 

Register online for camps 

This summer’s program has room for 80 students (40 for middle grades and 40 for high school grades). 

Slots are available on a first come basis. Online registration opens May 30 at 3:00 P.M. on the district’s 

World Languages page.  

You can find the link to the registration form on the Lexington One World Languages Web page. The link 

to registration will not be available until 3:00 P.M. on May 30.  

If we receive more than 80 registrations, we will maintain a waiting list. Parents and students will learn 

about their status in the camp by June 8. 

Students who participated last year and wish to participate again are welcome. There will be a place to 

note this on the registration information. These students are encouraged to register for the camp for 

students with some experience that takes place June 21–27. 

If you do not have computer access, the Gilbert, Lexington and Pelion branches of the Lexington County 

Public Library System provide Internet access.  

 

What is STARTALK? 

STARTALK is a component of the National Security Language Initiative (NSLI) programs announced by 

former President George W. Bush in January 2006. The initiative seeks to expand and improve the 

teaching and learning of strategically important world languages that are not widely taught in the 

United States at this time.  

STARTALK’s mission is to increase the number of Americans learning, speaking and teaching critical-need 

world languages by offering students and teachers of these languages creative and engaging summer 

experiences that strive to exemplify best practices in language education and in language teacher 

development. These experiences form an extensive community of practice that seeks continuous 

improvement in such criteria as outcome-driven program design, standards-based curriculum planning, 

learner-centered approaches, excellence in selection and development of materials, and meaningful 

assessment of outcomes.  

To find out more visit: https://startalk.umd.edu/about . 

 

For more information contact: Jill Hnat, assistant director for the camp, at jhnat@lexington1.net . 
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